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Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated June 4, 2003, please enter the following 
amendments and consider the following remarks. 
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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of designing a semiconductor circuit having clock 
trees, the method comprising: 
generating a netlist; 

inserting a plurality of delay gates into said netlist; 
placing said netlist to produce a circuit placement; 

generating clock trees for said circuit placement that satisfy a timing constraint; 
routing said netlist after generation of said clock trees; 

manually adjusting skew between said clock trees, after routing, by reducing total 
number of the delay gates in the circuit place m ent, from the plurality of delay p at™ 
inserted, by deleting delay gates from the delay gates inserted, based[[,]] on the timing 
constraint between said clock trees; 

examining the skew between clock trees; and 

determining whether the timing constraint is satisfiedrarwi 

mnlang a minimum clm n up in thn pin -in ^ ™a .- n , tinc , rl i r |1 . | j r , ^ 
inocrtcd . 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of designing a semiconductor circuit 
according to claim 1, wherein placing said netlist includes placing a plurality of delay gates 
proximate to one another. 

3. (Previously Presented) The method of designing a semiconductor circuit 
according to claim 1, wherein placing said netlist includes placing a plurality of delay gates 
proximate to one another in the same clock line and in a region free of lines, other than clock 
lmes, and free of gates, other than delay gates, so that clock lines are not influenced by other 

lines. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of designing a semiconductor circuit 
according to claim 2, wherein, in manually adjusting skew between clock trees, not deleting 
the first and last delay gates of a clock line. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of designing a semiconductor circuit 
according to claim 3, wherein, in manually adjusting skew between clock trees, not 
deleting the first and last delay gates of a clock line. 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE DRA WINGS 

The attached sheets include proposed changes to Figures 5, 8, and 9. These sheets 
mc ude Figures 5, 8, and 9. Steps 32 and 72 of Figures 5 and 8, respectively, are amended to 
replace the commas with periods. Figure 9 is amended to include an affirmative output and 
to correct errors in the treatment of the test at step SI 05. 



Attachment: Annotated Sheet(s) Showing Changes 
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Sir: 

□ Small entity status is claimed for this application under 37 CFR 1 .27. 

□ Other: 
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